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I don’t know
 about you but I have been challenged of late to pray for revival in the church here in A

ustralia. W
hile

there are som
e churches that are doing a great job m

ost are not and are in decline. D
enom

inational yearbooks give
evidence a plenty as to the condition of the church in A

ustralia and it m
akes for very sad reading indeed. T

he church
is looking for all sorts of quick fix-it solutions to arrest the decline in num

bers. U
nfortunately the problem

 w
ith this

is that it is not dealing w
ith the core problem

 of the decline of the spiritual condition of the church. W
hen you read

the history of past revivals they invariably started w
ith just a few

 perceptive people w
ho recognized the need of the

hour.P
salm

 85 is a psalm
 of restoration a psalm

 about overcom
ing discouragem

ent in difficult tim
es. T

here are four
things to observe here that I think are very im

portant in relation to revival.
1. W

e need to reflect on past blessings and m
ercies verses 1-3. A

s the sons of K
orah crafted this song they took

tim
e to look back at how

 G
od had blessed the nation of Israel. T

hey w
ere no doubt exciting tim

es, tim
es of great

expectation as to how
 G

od w
as w

orking and how
 H

e w
as going to w

ork. G
od had w

onderfully brought Israel back to
their land and set them

 free from
 their captivity to serve H

im
. In past revivals they often had their genesis in tw

o
areas. F

irstly people rem
em

bered past blessing, past fruitfulness in m
inistry w

here it seem
ed that G

od w
as

continuously at w
ork. I rem

em
ber w

hen I w
as a young believer m

y w
ife and I use to go to church w

here it w
as just

so exciting to see G
od at w

ork. It w
as the tim

e w
hen churches ran a Sunday evening gospel services and the pastor

of this church w
as a w

onderful evangelist. T
here w

as hardly a Sunday w
ent by w

hen w
e did not see som

eone m
ake

a decision to becom
e a C

hristian. Interesting enough m
ost of these com

m
itm

ents w
ent on w

ith the L
ord. L

ike the
sons of K

orah I yearn to see that sort of blessing return to the church.
Past blessings also included know

ing G
od’s forgiveness for sin and being restored to all that G

od w
anted them

to be. O
f course this is exactly w

hat G
od w

ants for H
is church w

hen it com
es to revival. H

e w
ants to see a church that

m
eans business w

ith H
im

 and building the kingdom
 of G

od. T
he rem

em
brance process also includes G

od’s m
ercy in

pouring out H
is m

ercy on a rebellious people w
ho deserved quite the opposite. I can’t help but think of Jerem

iah
w

hen Israel had been taken captive after years of w
arning from

 G
od, w

hich w
as clear evidence of G

od’s m
ercy. In

the book of L
am

entations he is reflecting on w
hat has happened and is so disappointed that Israel had not been

obedient to G
od’s w

arnings. H
ow

ever, he encourages him
self w

ith these verses in chapter 3; “T
hrough the L

ord’s
m

ercies w
e are not consum

ed, because H
is com

passions fail not. T
hey are new

 every m
orning; great is your

faithfulness.”
2. W

e need to pray for restoration verses 4-7. A
s the w

riters of this psalm
 rem

em
ber G

od’s past blessings they
are m

oved to seek G
od for the restoration of Israel. L

ikew
ise as the church w

e need to pray for restoration. I read
recently of how

 Isaiah w
ent into the tem

ple in chapter 6 of that book, and saw
 the L

ord high and lifted up. T
he

im
m

ediate result of this w
as that he saw

 him
self as he really w

as before a holy G
od. O

ften our assessm
ent of the

church and our ow
n C

hristian w
alk is w

ay too optim
istic as to how

 w
e are going spiritually. Isaiah w

as under no
illusions as to how

 w
rong he had been and I think w

e and the church w
ould have a sim

ilar response. So the cry of the
psalm

ists to G
od is to restore us, to revive us back to the people you w

ant us to be that w
e m

ay experience the full
blessing you w

ant to pour out on us, and rejoice in the L
ord.

3. W
e need to w

ait on the L
ord verses 8-9. W

aiting for anything these days is considered an unnecessary im
post

because tim
e is m

oney, or w
e have so jam

m
ed our schedule that w

e are constantly under pressure. R
obert L

evine
w

as quoted in the devotional book, ‘T
he W

ord For Today’ as the author of the term
 ‘honko-second’. It is the tim

e
betw

een w
hen a light changes and the person behind you honks his horn. T

he bottom
 line is that w

e all w
ant to

experience G
od’s blessing but w

e don’t w
ant to spend the necessary tim

e w
aiting on G

od. A
s B

ob G
ass says in

T
W

FT
 that w

e all w
ant G

od’s blessing but w
e don’t w

ant G
od’s tim

ing.
T

he psalm
ists w

ere determ
ined to hear from

 G
od and by im

plication w
hat H

e w
anted for their lives, not m

an’s
opinion or strategy. W

e need to see that w
aiting on the L

ord is not foolishness. In fact not w
aiting on the L

ord is
foolishness. I have seen churches w

ho have laboured aw
ay in their area for little or no result. W

hen I have inquired
of churches if they have w

aited on the L
ord to see if their particular strategy or program

, has the seal of G
od’s

approval upon it, usually the answ
er is no. W

hat this does to the congregation is to breed a profound sense of
disillusionm

ent and discouragem
ent and they just ‘throw

 in the tow
el’ in surrender. W

aiting on the L
ord is critical to

know
ing G

od’s w
ill and purpose for us as a church and as an individual. (Isaiah 40, verse 31)

4. W
e need to look for G

od’s prom
ises verses 10-13. I have found that praying the prom

ises of G
od brings great

encouragem
ent and confidence in G

od. T
he psalm

ist lists these prom
ises in verses 8, 9 as first of all peace. In a

church that has been racked by disharm
ony peace is a desperate need. T

hen is verse 9 there is salvation for those
w

ho fear the L
ord. T

his is not so m
uch conversion as being delivered from

 a difficult or testing situation. A
gain w

e
can see that the church is in a very tough spot in term

s of the im
pact it is m

aking in the com
m

unity. W
e need to be

delivered from
 the w

orld and its influence so that w
e can get back to w

hat it really m
eans to be a follow

er of Jesus
C

hrist.
T

hen w
e see the prom

ise of righteousness. W
alking in a right w

ay w
ith G

od is alm
ost seen as an optional extra

in the C
hristian life. A

gain w
e see that people w

ant the blessing of being a C
hristian but not the com

m
itm

ent of

being a C
hristian. T

hen there is the blessing of future harm
ony. In its prim

ary application this refers to the prom
ise

of heaven to those w
ho know

 the L
ord. H

eaven can be defined as the ultim
ate place of harm

ony because G
od dw

ells
there in all his glory.

T
hen last but not least there is the harm

ony betw
een heaven and earth. T

he fact that G
od is pleased w

ith H
is

people is born out by H
is blessing on the crops. A

s w
e look around our country and see the drought that has afflicted

this land for several years, w
e need to see that G

od is trying to say som
ething to us as a people. W

hen w
e are not in

harm
ony w

ith heaven then G
od in H

is love w
ill m

ove to get our attention. D
rought is one of the w

ays he does this in
the B

ible and it is one of the w
ays he does it in the church. W

hen w
e are not seeing G

od’s blessing w
e need to ask if

our church is in harm
ony w

ith heaven. N
ow

 that is a good question to ponder.

P
raise:

1.
W

e are really experiencing the result of all your prayer because w
e have seen som

e w
onderful gifts com

e
into C

hallenge over the past m
onth. W

e have probably had one of the best years in term
s of gifts given to our

w
ork at hom

e and for A
frica. L

et’s rejoice in the am
azing goodness of the L

ord.

2.
P

raise the L
ord for another w

onderful opportunity to do a special edition of the paper in B
risbane. W

e are
thrilled to be able to do this in our desire to expand the w

ork of the paper in A
ustralia.

3.
C

ontinue to praise the L
ord for the Im

pact A
frica m

ission trip com
ing up in July. A

t this stage w
e have about

25 folk w
ho are com

ing. W
e have been am

azed at the am
ount of interest in this trip. If you w

ould like to com
e

please contact our office on the num
ber below

.

4.
W

e continue to rejoice in the fact that som
e m

ore new
 churches have included C

hallenge in their m
ission

support program
. A

lso w
e have seen an excellent response to personal support for our staff. W

e w
orship a

m
ighty G

od.

5.
W

e continue to rejoice w
ith the num

ber of responses w
e are getting from

 the distribution of the various
editions of the A

frican C
hallenge.

P
ray:

1.
Pray for C

arl C
arm

ody as he heads to N
ew

 South W
ales and Q

ueensland to do prom
otion for the paper. W

e
are seeking the L

ord to expand the w
ork in A

ustralia in these urgent days. P
ray for G

od-ordained contacts
and for safety in travel.

2.
C

ontinue to pray for the w
ork in A

frica as w
e endeavour to consolidate and develop the w

ork. Finance is an
ongoing challenge and w

e w
ould value your prayer for this and for the m

inistries w
e w

ork w
ith.

(i)
Pray for South A

frica and for our partner M
ulti M

inistries, w
ho do a great job w

ith all the adm
inistration

and distribution of the paper. C
ontinue to pray for the effectiveness of our m

ain edition and for the
prison edition. P

ray for the resources to do quality follow
-up to the num

erous com
m

itm
ents w

e are
receiving.

(ii)
P

ray for the w
ork in B

otsw
ana and for our partners there in A

ndrew
 and S

andra F
reem

an. T
hey are

also distributing both editions of the paper and do a great job.
(iii)

Pray for the w
ork in K

enya and for our partner Peacem
akers International headed up by Paul D

ondoh.
Paul is w

orking under difficult conditions and is in need of a vehicle such as a H
i-A

ce Toyota van. W
e

have had $750 given so far and need a further $3,500.
(iv)

Pray for M
alaw

i as w
e are ready to start there this m

onth if the funds are available. W
e have a com

m
ittee

already in place and have received costing for printing 10,000 papers. W
e need a $1,000 per m

onth to
m

eet com
m

itm
ents.

3.
C

ontinue to pray for the preparations going on in A
rgentina. T

his has taken us m
uch longer then w

e had
anticipated. G

etting the infrastructure in place is critical to sustaining the w
ork once w

e start.

4.
W

e have som
e needs for our hom

e office. W
e are looking at a new

 subscription program
 to update our

existing system
. W

e need about $8,000 to get the basic system
 w

hich is m
uch needed as w

e have lim
ped

along w
ith a setup that is far from

 adequate.

5.
Please pray for the w

ork in N
Z

 done in partnership w
ith the C

hallenge W
eekly. D

istribution has grow
n slow

ly
and w

e w
ould love to see it grow

 m
uch m

ore.

6.
Pray for the C

hallenge fam
ilies as the enem

y is never happy w
ith the spread of the gospel.


