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 C
arl C

arm
ody, E

ditor of C
hallenge

P
raise:

1.
Praise the L

ord that H
e is blessing the m

inistry and staff in m
any w

ays. W
e have seen the

L
ord’s provision in different w

ays.

2.
Praise G

od for all our partner organisations that m
ake it possible to achieve the breadth of

outreach that w
e do at present.

3.
Praise G

od for the L
ord’s on-going provision financially. W

e are so thankful to those w
ho give

to us on a regular basis.

4.
Praise the L

ord for the num
ber of C

hristian people that use the C
hallenge new

spaper for their
evangelism

 in various places around A
ustralia and beyond.

P
rayer:

1.
Pray for the various editions of the paper that are produced m

onth by m
onth.

2.
Pray for the new

 venture w
ith O

utback Focus as every step that w
e take is a step of faith. W

e
are calling this our O

utback project and w
e need to raise $1,500 per m

onth to properly fund it
and w

e w
ould be m

ost grateful for your prayer for this project. W
e are sending our first 4000

papers this m
onth to the outer regions of Q

ueensland.

3.
Pray for our partner organisation in South A

frica, M
ulti M

inistries. Specifically pray for H
arold

Peasley and his team
 and for those that handle the distribution of the “Today’s C

hallenge” in
South A

frica.

4.
P

ray for the L
ord’s leading and w

isdom
 as w

e look to m
oving into neighbouring A

frican
countries and beyond. T

here is a lot to think through and plan so that w
e can establish and

m
aintain the distribution of the paper once w

e have started.

5.
P

ray for the continued care and protection of the C
hallenge building, equipm

ent and staff.
M

inistry life is very busy and one requires godly w
isdom

 in m
aintaining a G

od-ordained w
ork

schedule.

6.
C

ontinue to pray for finances to clear our debt to pay for the purchase of the C
hallenge vehicle.

7.
Pray for G

od’s leading and direction for the C
hallenge B

oard m
em

bers as they prayerfully
consider the V

ision for 2005 of the C
hallenge L

iterature Fellow
ship.

R
om

ans 8; 1-2

A
s a C

hristian there are lots of precious truths that m
ean so m

uch to m
e. O

ften I dw
ell on the fact that

salvation is such an overw
helm

ing gift. H
ow

ever, one of the constant struggles I had, particularly early in
m

y C
hristian w

alk, w
as how

 do I live this new
 found faith in C

hrist?

It is com
forting to know

 that this very issue is dealt w
ith in the N

ew
 Testam

ent. In R
om

ans chapter 7
Paul talks about the im

pact of the law
 on our conscience. T

he law
 reveals to us that w

e are sinners.  R
om

ans
3: verse 20 says “

T
herefore by the deeds of the law

 no flesh w
ill be justified in H

is sight, for by the law
 is

the know
ledge of sin.”

So w
e discover, like Paul did, that the law

 is good in that it reveals us as sinners, but it does not have the
pow

er to set us free from
 the pow

er of sin. T
hen in R

om
ans 7: verse 18 Paul declares every new

 C
hristian’s

dilem
m

a; “
For I know

 that in m
e (that is, m

y flesh} nothing good dw
ells; for to w

ill is present w
ith m

e, but
how

 to perform
 w

hat is good I do not find.”

O
ften G

od w
ill allow

 failure in our C
hristian w

alk so that w
e realise that w

e cannot live the C
hristian

life. W
e need to see w

hat w
e are in ourselves, so that w

e w
ill gladly abandon our flesh life, to a life of

com
plete dependence upon G

od.

R
om

ans 7: verses 24 and 25 declares Paul’s understanding of this principle; “
O

 w
retched m

an that I
am

! W
ho w

ill deliver m
e from

 this body of death? I thank G
od – through Jesus C

hrist our L
ord ....”

T
hen in R

om
ans 8: verses 1 and 2 the im

pact of this revelation is explained to us. O
n the basis of the

finished w
ork of C

alvary there is no condem
nation to those w

ho are in C
hrist Jesus.

T
he w

ord “condem
nation” has tw

o m
eanings that underline the im

m
ediate effect of placing our faith in

C
hrist. Firstly it has the m

eaning of a person w
ho has been accused of an offence and is standing before a

judge aw
aiting his decision. T

he judge lifts his gavel and declares him
 not guilty. W

hy? B
ecause the blood

of Jesus C
hrist has paid the penalty for our sin in full. So w

e are justified. R
om

ans 5: verse 1 “
H

aving been
justified by faith w

e now
 have peace w

ith G
od through our L

ord Jesus C
hrist.” T

he blood of Jesus C
hrist

has m
ade us as though w

e had not sinned.

Secondly the w
ord “condem

nation” has the m
eaning of a couple w

ho have a house m
ortgage. T

he day
com

es w
hen they m

ake their last paym
ent and so the house is unencum

bered – debt free – no m
ore to be

paid. T
hat is exactly w

hat happened at C
alvary. T

he debt for our sin has been paid in full by the death,
burial and resurrection of the L

ord Jesus C
hrist.

T
he cross of C

hrist has not only dealt w
ith the penalty of sin, but also the pow

er of sin. R
om

ans 8:
verse 2 “

For the law
 of the Spirit of life in C

hrist Jesus has m
ade m

e free from
 the law

 of sin and death.”

T
he law

 could not deliver you and m
e from

 the pow
er of sin, but the cross of C

hrist has. N
otice how

Paul says that the “
law

 of the Spirit of life in C
hrist Jesus has m

ade m
e free...” It is a reality, at least in

theory, but only becom
es a reality as w

e trust com
pletely in the risen C

hrist.

A
gain and again I have m

et C
hristians w

ho have been m
istakenly trying to overcom

e sin in their ow
n

strength, only to becom
e totally frustrated and discouraged. W

hy? W
ell w

e need to see sin as a law
, just like

gravity is a law
. N

o m
atter how

 hard I try to resist gravity I can’t overcom
e it in and of m

yself.

R
ecently I w

as flying out of Perth airport. It w
as am

azing to see aircraft w
eighing hundreds of tons

suddenly lift off the ground. W
hy? B

ecause the law
 of gravity has been replaced by the law

 of aerodynam
ics.

A
t C

alvary the law
 of sin and death w

as replaced by the law
 of the Spirit of life. Faith is w

hat m
akes this a

reality so that w
e can live consistent godly lives in C

hrist Jesus.

Send your testim
ony to C

h
a
lle

n
g
e

 – Your conversion to Jesus C
hrist is a

m
iracle, and is a w

onderful m
eans of w

itnessing to a lost w
orld – R

ing or w
rite

or em
ail to C

hallenge for a testim
ony outline sheet.


